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Gentlemen , 

I beg  to  submit  my  annual  report  for  the  yrear  ending  31st 
December  1945  area  administered  by  your  Council  remains  unaltered 
as  does  the  product  of  a penny  rate: 

PUBLIC  SERVICES:  The  Rural  Districts  are  served  by  four  district 
nurses,  Machynlleth  Cemmaes,  C orris  and  Pennal,  the  services  are 
maintained  by  voluntary  subscriptions  assisted  by  grants  from 
the  County  Councils  of  Montgomeryshire  and  Merionethshire  together 
with  contributions  by  Individuals  who  desire  the  nurse  when  the 
occasion  calls* 

AMBULANCE  SERVICE:  A voluntary  service  consisting  of  a number  of 

qualified  St.  John  Ambulance  men  has  been  established  to’ cover 
Machynlleth  Urban  and  Rural  Districts,  Pennal  and  Corris,  Several 
hundred  members  of  the  Public  have  joined  in  contributory  Scheme 
of  2/6  per  head  which  entitles  the  contributor  to  free  transport 
to  and  from  hospital  on  receipt  of  summons  from  a Medical  Practitioner 
or  District  Nurse  within  the  prescribed  area..  Grants  from  Public 
Authorities  are  received  in  varying  proportions  to  cover  garaging 
of  the  vehicle 

The  service  is  working  well  and  has  met  with  a gratifying  response 
from  the  Public 

W ATER  S UP  PL IES : No  change  In  the  sources  of  supplies  detailed  in  a 
list  applied  to  the  Board  2 years  ago. 

Periodical  examinations  of  these  supplies  have  been  conducted 
Gauging  are  being  taken  of  volume  of  water  from  the  source  which 
ultimately  it  is  expected  will  be  taken  over  to  supply  part  of 
Llanbrynmair 

Complaints  that  supply  for  Pennal  Is  inadequate  and  inspection  of 
supplementary  sites  has  been  made. 

SEWERAGE  AND  DISPOSAL  OP  SEWAGE:  Stll  primitive  in  some  villages  no 
system  of  carting  in  practice  owing  to  impossibility  of  getting 
cartage.  The  position  of  appointing  one  person  for  the  whole  district 
to  remove  offensive  material  has  not  yet  been  settled.  The  dry 
bucket  is  the  common  practice  and  will  remain  so  until  water  carriage 
is  instituted.  In  a widely  scattered  district  this  at  the  moment  is 
an  impossible  task. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE:  There  were  4 cases  of  Typhoid  at  Llanbrynmair 

no  deaths 

3 cases  of  Diptheria  at  Pennal 

one  death 

3 cases  of  Diptheria.  at  Aberhosan 

no  deaths 

HOUSING : Plans  were  approved  for  4 houses  at  Cemmaes  and  building  has 
been  in  progress.  Suggestions  for  sites  have  been  submitted  to 
Welsh  Board  of  Health  for  houses  at  Llanwrin,  Commins  Coch,  and 
Llanbrynmair  but  these  have  not  been  finally  accepted. 

SHOPS  AND  FACTORIES:  District  remains  agricultural.  Shops  are 

managed  by  man  or  woman  proprietor. 

Swimming  baths  - do  not  exist 
Bug  infestation  - not  as  far  as  is  known 
Scebies  - appears  to  have  abated 
Impetigo  - few  isolated  cases 
VITAL  STATISTICS 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2016  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b28857549 


BIRTHS  MACHYNLLETH  R.D.C. 

* ~ ” 29  Males.  22  Females  Total  51 

Rate  per  1000  population  = 15*  8 

Illegitimate.  Total  8.  Rate  per 
1000  births  r 157 

Stillborn.  3 females.  Rate  per  1000 
> births  =60  approx. 

PENNAL*  1 male  3 Females  Total  4. 

Rate  per  1000  population  11*4 
Illegitimate  Total  1#  Rate  per  1000 
births  250.  Ho  stillbirths. 


DEATHS  MACH YHLLETH  R.D.C. 

25  Males.  17  Females.  Total  42 

Rate  per  1000  population  12*4 
1 death  under  one  year 


PEMAL.  2 Males.  6 Females,  Total  8. 

Rate  per  1000  population  23.4 
no  deaths  under  one  year 


C0MM0NIST  CAUSES  OF  DEATH  In  R.D.C.  were  Cancer  8.  Heart  7. 


PEMAL  . 


Heart  4.  Cancer  2. 


TUBERCNLOS  IS  : 

7 Hew  Cases  notified  during  year.  4 Pulmonary  3 Hon 

Pulmonary 

3 were  Males  4 Females 
2 old  cases  died  during  the  year. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


WATER 

The  Council  has  a number  of  small  separate  water  supply 
schemes.  Some  of  these  are  not  satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity 
and  therefore  require  attention.  The  greater  majority  of  the  houses 
in  the  district  are  supplied  from  wells  or  standpipes.  Few  houses 
have  water  laid  on.  Having  regard  to  the  scattered  and  hilly  nature 
of  the  district  it  does  not  appear  to  be  practicable  to  construct  one 
or  two  major  schemes  which  would  supply  the  whole  district,  and  the 
Council  will  have  to  provide  a number  of  separate  supply  schemes*  This 
again  presents  difficulties  was  much  that  whilst  there  Is  quite  a 
heavy  rainfall  in  the  district  there  is  a very  quick  run-off  of  water 
by  vi ay  of  streams  and.  rivers,  and  springs  are  found  to  be  unreliable 
during  dry  weather*  G-augings  are  being  taken  regularly  at  Newydd 
Fynyddog  Llanbrynmair  ana  this  seems  to  be  a suitable  Source  for  a 
proposed  scheme  for  Llanbrynmair  a County  water  survey  has  been  carried 
out  by  Major  Waters  of  Birmingham*  Major  Water’s  representative  visited 
the  district  and  every  assistance  was  given  him.  A report  was  issued  in 
September  but  this  deals  with  the  County  generally  and  has  no  special 
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reference  to  any  of 
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existin'-'  supplies  in  the  rural  district 


One  point  in  the  report  however  confirms  the  view  that  it  is  not 
practicable  to  construct  one  or  two  major  schemes  for  the  Machynlleth 
Rural  District  - Major  Waters  states  inter. alia.  "The  present 
, method  of  using  a number  of  local  sources  is  not. to  be  regarded  as 
in  itself  inherently  wrong  in  the  difficult  phipiographical 
conditions  obtaining.  It  Is  in  fact  improbable  that  any. proposal 
to  supply  the  whole  area  from  one  source  would  be  economically 
justified" • 

At  the  close  of  the  year  the  Council  were  awaiting  a Country 
Conference  to  consider  Major  Water’s  report  and  the  appointment  of 
a Consulting  Engineer  toprepare  water  supply  Schemes  in  the  district 
was  deferred 


DRAINAGE 

The  drainage  systems  in  the  various  villages  are  not 
30_tls fa ct or y • This  is  a matter  which  should  receive  the  Council  s 

attention  simultaneously  with  the  matter  of  water  supplies 

REFUSE  REMOVAL 

The  refuse  consists  of  house  refuse  and  might  soil..  Some 
parts  of  the  district  are  scavenged  three  contractors  being 
employed.  The  work  Is  not  performed  in  a hygienic  manner  as  the 
vehicles  employed  are  not  of  proper  type.  It  should  be  the 
Council’s  aim  to  scavenge  the  whole  district  with  a proper  vehicle 
and  to  deposit  the  refuse  at  one  or  two  tips  which  should  be  kept 
under  proper  control. 

DAIRIES  AND  COWSEEIB 

The  regular  , sampling  of  milk  supplies  now  being  carried  out 
by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  is  a definite  aid  to  the  production 
of  clean  milk 


MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION 

Meat  for  the  rural  district  is  slaughtered  In  the  Machynlleth 
Urban  area.  Small  quantities  of  foodstuffs  were  condemned  during 
the  year. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION 

Total  number  of  visits  and  inspections  made  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  for  all  purposes  during  the  period  1st  March 
1945  to  31st  December  1945  r 352 

HOUSING 

Generally  speaking  the  houses  In  the  district  are  of  a low 
standard  and  devoid  of  amenities.  Rents  are  low,  and  it  may  be  of 
interest  tc.  record  that  a tenant  of  a house  found  to  be  totally  unfit 
for  human  habitation  refused  the  tenancy  of  a new  agricultural 
worker’s  dwelling  on  the  ground  that  the  rental  ( 7/6d  per  week 
exclusive  of  rates)  was  more  than  he  could  afford.  This  person  Is  a 
farm  labourer  and  has  a family  of  five  children 

Number  of  houses  erected  by  the  Cornell  during  the  year  4. 

Number  erected  by  private  individuals  2. 

Number  of  dwellings  inspected  uider  Housing  Acts  or 

Public  Health  Acts  69. 

Number  of  dwellings  classified  as  unfit  for  human  habitation  7. 

Number  of  dwellings  dealt  with  informally  and  major 

reconstruction  scheme  accepted  2. 

Number  of  Statutory  notices  under  Section  11  of  the  Housing 
Act  1936,  served  and  undertaking  signed  by  owner  2. 

(One  house  Is  still  in  occupation  as  the  tenant  refused  the 
tenancy  of  a new  Agricultural  Worker ’ s dwelling) 

Number  of  the  above  unfit  houses  vacated  3. 


NUISANCES 

Complaints  received 
Complaints  investigated 


38. 
38  . 
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INFORMAL  NOTICES 
Number  served 
Number  complied  with 

STATUTORY  NOTIONS  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS 
Number'  served 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Number  of  cases  during  the  year  and  inquired  into 
Number  of  houses  involved 

Number  of  houses  (and  contents)  disinfected 
(In  one  case  the  Council  destroyed  bedding  and 
provided  new  bedding  in  lieu  thereof  due  to  lack 
of  proper  soearn  fumigating  plant) 

COWSHEDS  & DAIRIES 
Number  of  new  registrations 

ANIMALS 

Number  of  cases  causing  nuisance 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES 
Number  in  district 

LODGING  HOUSES 
Number  in  District 
CAMPING  SITES 
Number  in  District 

(Gypsies  camp  on  common  ground  at  Felingerrig  and 
this  gives  rise  to  many  compla.ints#  The  Council 
should  adopt  byelaws  to  prohibit  camping). 

Rivers  and  Streams 

No  evidence  exists  of  pollution  of  rivers  and  streams 
Waste  matter  Is  thrown  into  the  stream  and  occasions 
due  to  lack  of  refuse  collection*  The  effluent  from  the 
Machynlleth  Urban  Sewage  Disposal  works  which  passes 
through  the  district  has  a tendency  to  be  somewhat 
in satis factory 

BED  BUGS 

Number  of  cases  reported  and  action  taken 

S W IMMI NG  _ BATHS  , P 0 OLS 
Number  within  the  district 
SCHOOL 

Number  in  District 
Number  inspected 

RAG  FLOCK  ACTS 

Number  of  premises  within  the  district  where  rag 
flock  is  manufactured,  used  or  sold 

SHOPS 

These  are  of  the  small  "one-man"  type.  No  action 
taken  with  regard  to  closet  accommodation  heating  and 
ventilation 

RATS  & MICE  DESTRUCTION  ACT  1919 
INFECTATION  ORDER  1945 

The  Council  has  refused  to  accept  delegation  of  powers 
by  the  County  Council,  and  therefore  are  not  responsible 
for  administering  the  above. 


I am,  Mr*  Chairman  and  Gentlemen 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.C*  ASHTON, 

MEDICAL  OFFICER 
of  HEALTH* 
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